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Housing Research Collaborative

• Largest housing research group west of 
Ontario

• Research ranging from homelessness to 
mechanisms to enable affordable rental

• Central hub to BSH and HART



Balanced Supply of Housing Node

• Collaborative network of community-based 
researchers

• Research focusing on Vancouver, Montreal, 
and Toronto

• Investigates topics of Housing Financialization 
and Innovative Land Use

• Over 40 ongoing research projects



Housing Assessment Resource Tools 
(HART)
• Evidence and data-based solutions to enable better 

decision-making
• Award-winning nationwide research
• Tools to support government to make better, 

evidence-informed decisions about housing
• Housing Needs Assessment Tool
• Land Assessment Tool
• Property Acquisitions Tool
• BC HNR Calculator



Canada’s Housing Crisis

• Background
• Housing Need
• Legal challenges and jurisdiction – 

province to province



The Constitution

• Provides the 
fundamental rules 
and principles that 
govern a nation. 

• Creates many of 
the institutions and 
branches of 
government, and 
defines their 
powers.

• A framework for 
how we constitute 
ourselves as 
political community

Constitution

Statutes/ Legislation/Acts

Common Law



Our Constitution 
is silent on a 
few things

• Housing
• Health
• First Nations as 

governments



National Housing Strategy

• The National Housing Strategy is to, among other things,

• (a) set out a long-term vision for housing in Canada that recognizes the 
importance of housing in achieving social, economic, health and 
environmental goals;

• (b) establish national goals relating to housing and homelessness and 
identify related priorities, initiatives, timelines and desired outcomes;

• (c) focus on improving housing outcomes for persons in greatest need; 
and

• (d) provide for participatory processes to ensure the ongoing inclusion and 
engagement of civil society, stakeholders, vulnerable groups and persons 
with lived experience of housing need, as well as those with lived 
experience of homelessness.



Targets

• 2016 census: 1.7 million households in Core 
Housing Need
• Reduce that number by 530,000 households

• 2016: 25,000 individuals in chronic 
homelessness
• Reduce that number by 50% (2020: eliminate chronic 

homelessness by 2030)
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Level of incomeIncome level

Distinguishing between 
housing types



Level of incomeIncome level



Housing Need in Canada
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Canada’s Housing Crisis 



BC and the Sunshine Coast

• Housing Need
• Regional Challenges
• Opportunities





Housing Need in BC and the Sunshine Coast
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Opportunities



Policy Challenges
• Federal
• Provincial
• Municipal 
• First Nations



Federal Government

• Building social housing
• Using government land
• Funding projects



Federal – Social Housing

Country % non-market
# new social 

2020 (some 2019)
CAN equivalent

Canada 4 >1,000 >1,000

Austria 24 17,000 72,000

Denmark 21 2,700 17,000

Finland 11 9,000 62,000

France 17 76,000 43,000

Germany 13 26,000 12,000

Netherlands 29 20,000 45,000

Scotland 24 6,000 41,500

Sweden 41 13,500 51,000



Federal Government





Provincial Government
• Setting policy and targets
• Residential Tenancy Act 



Setting Policy and Targets



Residential Tenancy Act



Realities for Renters



Municipal Government
• Zoning changes
• Infrastructure



Zoning Changes



Municipal Government
Zoning Changes



Infrastructure



First Nations
• Indigenous-led development
• Challenges of on- and off-reserve housing
• Cultural safety





First Nations



Data and Research
• Data Challenges
• Land
• Evictions
• Core Housing Need
• Access

• Jurisdictional differences
• Legal structures



Looking Forward
• Upcoming research
• New Legislation
• Ongoing Advocacy



Conclusion



Questions


